
American Kennel Club Rules and Regulations Govern These Tests 

Combined Events: 2026566808 (TDU) & 2026566809 (VST) 
 

 

PREMIUM LIST 
Tracking Dog Urban Test (TDU) & 

Variable Surface Tracking Test (VST) 

Open to all AKC Breeds & Mixed Breed Dogs Listed in the AKC Canine Partners Program  
Sunday – August 9, 2026 

 University of Montana, Missoula, MT  

 

Closing Date: Thursday, July 30, 2026 at 5:00 PM 

Limited Entry of Three (3) TDU and Three (3) VST 

As set forth in Chapter 1 section 17a of the Tracking Regulations, additional tracks  
may be offered in one test if the other does not fill.  

BSTDCM has implemented the Test Worker Option giving preference for a maximum of 2 tracks to test 
workers per Chapter 1 section 17d 

Drawing for VST track order:  6:00 a.m. on the day of the test  
in Parking Lot U at the University of Montana 

Drawing for TDU track order: at the conclusion of the VST test    
 
 
 

Certification 
Permission is granted by the American Kennel Club for the holding  

of this event under American Kennel Club rules and regulations.  
Gina DiNardo, Secretary      



OFFICERS OF THE BIG SKY TRACKING DOG CLUB OF MONTANA 
 

 President………………………………..……………………………………………………………………..Rachael Roper 
Vice-President………………………….…………………………………………………………………Laura Holcombe 
Treasurer………………………………….…………………………………………………………………..Kerry Graybeal 
Secretary……………………………………..………………………………………………………………Teressa Keenan 

4850 W. Fork Petty Creek Rd., Alberton, MT  
(406) 544-0513  BigSkyTracking@Outlook.com 

 

 

 

TEST CHAIR  TEST SECRETARY 
Diane Darling 
P.O. Box 2598 

Columbia Falls, MT  59912 
cdarling51@outlook.com 

(406) 868-4413 

 Teressa Keenan 
4850 W. Fork Petty Creek Rd 

Alberton, MT 59820 
BSTDCM@outlook.com 

(406) 544-0513 
 

 

EVENT COMMITTEE 
Betty Hart, Kristina Hurley, Shimi McKenzie    

 and any BSTDCM member at this trial 
 

 

JUDGES 

Pia Paulsen (#90983) 
Malibu, CA 

Tannis Witherspoon (#7320) 
Spokane, WA 

 

 

VETERINARIAN ON CALL 
Veterinarian (on-call) Sentinel Veterinary Specialists and Emergency, 1704 S. Reserve Street, Missoula, MT 

59801, (406) 218-2800 
 
 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Fire/ Ambulance/Police- Missoula County: 911 
 

PROVIDENCE ST PATRICK HOSPITAL – 500 W. Broadway Street, Missoula, MT 59802  
PHONE: Emergency (406) 543-7271 

 

 

mailto:cdarling51@outlook.com


ENTRIES & ENTRY FEES 
Entry fees include a $4.50 AKC recording/event fee. 

Enter Online:          TDU entry $100       VST entry $125  

 

Introducing DogShow.com for easy online entries. Go to https://dogshow.com/en/Events, register 
for free, and enter. There is a non-refundable convenience fee for online entries  
*dogs not having a TD or TDU title must enter via mail & include a valid TD/TDU certification with entry & fees. 

 
Or Mail entry forms and fees to: 

                                   Please make checks payable to BSTDCM 

Trial Secretary 
Teressa Keenan 
4850 W. Fork Petty Creek Rd. 
Alberton, MT 59820  

No entries will be accepted by phone, email, fax, or hand delivery. Express mail entries must include the signature waiver allowing them 
to be left at the secretary’s address. Inquiries may be directed to Teressa Keenan at BSTDCM@outlook.com . No entry shall be made, 
and no entry shall be accepted which specifies any conditions as to its acceptance. Illegible and/or incomplete entries will not be 
processed and will be returned to the exhibitor. Returned checks do not constitute a valid entry. A $25.00 collection fee will be added 
to the amount of each returned check. 

GENERAL INFORMATION AND TEST RULES 
1. CLOSING DATE: Entries are accepted until 5:00 pm, July 30, 2026 after which time entries will not be accepted, canceled, 

altered or substituted.  
2. A paper TD/TDU CERTIFICATION issued within two years of the date of the test must be included with the entry form for all 

dogs not having a TD or a TDU title 
3. DRAWING FOR ENTRIES: test is limited to 3 TDU/3 VST dogs. A random drawing will take place 10:00 am Friday, July 31, 2026 

via Microsoft Teams. Contact test secretary for a link to the draw.  Preference shall be given to dogs that have not previously 
earned the Tracking Dog, Tracking Dog Urban or Variable Surface Tracking Dog title. Two tracks will be set aside for BSTDCM 
test workers who submit a BSTDCM issued worker certification with their entry form. Entrants/Alternates will be notified by 
email as soon as possible after the completion of the draw. 

4. DRAW FOR RUNNING ORDER: 6:00 am (VST); TDU draw will be at the conclusion of the VST test. Entrants not present at the 
time of drawing for tracks may be marked absent and an alternate allowed to run in their place. 

5. START OF JUDGING: Judging will start as soon as the first track has aged the required time. Test hours: 2:30 am - 1:00 pm 
6. REFUND POLICY: entry fees will be refunded if either 1) entrant notifies test secretary prior to the draw 2) the entrant notifies 

the secretary prior to the test and an alternate runs the track, or 3) the dog is an alternate who does not run a track. 
7. BITCHES IN SEASON MAY PARTICIPATE. Test Secretary and judges must be notified of a bitch in season prior to the drawing 

for tracks. The last track(s) to be laid shall be reserved for bitch(es) in season. Bitches in season are allowed on the tracking 
field only immediately prior to their running. 

8. AWARDS Each passing team will receive a personalized plaque (mailed after the event) 
9. SAFETY, BEHAVIOR and LIABILITY: The safety of the dog is our primary concern. In the case of adverse weather conditions, the 

test could be canceled or rescheduled. By entering this test, exhibitors acknowledge that they are familiar with the rules and 
regulations of this sport, and that their dogs are familiar with and able to perform all activities safely. It is expressly 
understood that exhibitors alone are responsible for the behavior of their dogs and/or children.  Any exhibitor whose dogs 
and/or children create an unnecessary disturbance or repeatedly engage in unsafe or disruptive behavior may, at the 
discretion of the test committee, be asked to leave the test site. In such case, no refund of any fees paid will be made. The Big 
Sky Tracking Dog Club of Montana and its agents, employees, etc., will assume no responsibilities for any loss, damage or 
injury sustained by exhibitors or handlers, or to any of their dogs or property and further assumes no responsibility for injury 
to children. The Big Sky Tracking Dog Club of Montana reserves the right to decline entries for cause and may remove any dog 
on account of aggression. No one shall have any recourse or claim against the Big Sky Tracking Dog Club of Montana or any 
official thereof. The AKC is committed to creating a safe and respectful sport environment for all. If you need to talk to 
someone, or need help, please call 800.656.HOPE (National Sexual Assault Hotline) or text HOME to 741-741 for free, 24/7, 
confidential services from trained crisis counselors. 

10. All entrants are responsible for complying with the AKC rules regarding Tracking Tests and other AKC rules referred to in the 
Tracking Test Rule book.  

11. There will Not be a hosted luncheon after this event. Please be sure to bring snacks, water and shade for you and your dog. 

All exhibitors should obtain a copy of the Tracking Rules and Regulations , by 
downloading them here:  https://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/RU9999.pdf 

 

https://dogshow.com/en/Events
https://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/RU9999.pdf


PET FRIENDLY LODGING INFORMATION 

Overnight camping is not permitted at the test site. 
Performing a current Google search for Pet Friendly Lodging options in the greater 
Missoula area provides numerous choices from VRBO, Airbnb rentals, hotels, motels, and campgrounds. BringFido.com may be 
helpful. 
*please declare all dog(s) to the motel/hotel/campground when making your reservation. Owners must assume full responsibility.

DIRECTIONS TO THE TEST SITE 
West bound I-90: Take Exit 105. At the traffic circle, take 
the 3rd exit onto N Van Buren S. Go approximately 400 feet, at 
the next traffic circle take the 1st exit to stay on N Van Buren St..  
At the light, turn right onto Broadway Street. Use the left lane to 
turn left onto US-12 W/Madison St (signs for University) Driving 
over the bridge, stay in the left lane and take a slight left 
onto Arthur Ave. Go approximately 36 feet to the next light and 
turn left onto S 6th St E. Get into the right lane. You will be 
heading due east and can see the Adams Center ahead in front 
of you. You are now on campus. Follow this road as it curves left 
through a parking lot and past the new Montana Museum of Art 
& Culture building. At the stop sign turn right onto Campus Drive. 
Follow Campus Drive around the stadium; Parking lot U is on 
your left (East) next to the campus police and the “M-Trail”. 

East bound I-90: Take Exit 105. At the traffic circle, take the 1st 
exit onto N Van Buren.  At the light, turn right onto Broadway 
Street. Use the left lane to turn left onto US-12 W/Madison St 
(signs for University) Driving over the bridge, stay in the left lane 
and take a slight left onto Arthur Ave. Go approximately 36 feet 
to the next light and turn left onto S 6th St E. Get into the right 
lane. You will be heading due east and can see the Adams 
Center ahead in front of you. You are now on campus. Follow 
this road as it curves left through a parking lot and past the new 
Montana Museum of Art & Culture building. At the stop sign turn 
right onto Campus Drive. Follow Campus Drive around the 
stadium; Parking lot U is on your left (East) next to the campus 
police and the “M-Trail”. 



AKC Official Entry Form 
Tracking Dog Urban Test (#2026566808) / Variable Surface Tracking Test (#2026566809) 

      BIG SKY TRACKING DOG CLUB OF MONTANA 
University of Montana, Missoula MT  

Entry Fees: $100 (TDU); $125 (VST) - Payable to BSTDCM 
Enter Online or Mail Entry & Fees to: Teressa Keenan, 4850 W. Fork Petty Creek Rd, Alberton, MT 59820 

I enclose   $_________ for entry fees.     Check #___________ 
 a $25.00 collection fee will be added to the amount of each returned check 

TD TDX TDU VST 
Sunday 
August 9, 2026    
AKC Registered Name: Registration Number: 

◻ AKC/PAL/ILP/CP     ◻  Foreign 
Call Name: Date of Birth: Sex: 

Breed: Variety: 

Breeder (if known): 

Sire (if known): 

Dam (if known): 

Owner: 

Owner’s Address: 

City State Zip 

Telephone Email 

Handler name (if different from owner): Jr. Handler No. (if applicable): 

Fill out form online & print. Bolded fields marked in BLUE are REQUIRED. 

***Be sure to read the Agreement on the reverse prior to signing below. 
No form will be processed without your signature! 

Rules, Regulations, Policies and Guidelines are available on the American Kennel Club Web site, www.akc.org 

SIGNATURE of owner or their agent Duly authorized to make this entry: 
_________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE #     ___________________________                 E-MAIL ____________________________________________

In case of Emergency – Name: __________________________________ Phone #: ________________ 

http://www.akc.org/


AGREEMENT

I certify that I am the actual owner of the dog, or that I am the duly authorized agent of the actual owner whose name I have 
entered. In consideration of the acceptance of this entry, I (we) agree to abide by the rules and regulations of The American Kennel 
Club in effect at the time of this event, and any additional rules and regulations appearing in the premium list of this event and entry 
form and any decision made in accord with them. I (we) agree that the club holding this event has the right to refuse this entry for 
cause which the club shall deem sufficient. I (we) certify and represent that the dog entered is not a hazard to persons or other 
dogs. In consideration of the acceptance of this entry and of the holding of this event and of the opportunity to have the dog judged 
and to win prizes, ribbons, or trophies, I (we) agree to hold the AKC, the event-giving club, their members, directors, governors, 
officers, agents, superintendents or event secretary and the owner and/or lessor of the premises and any provider of services that 
are necessary to hold this event and any employees or volunteers of the aforementioned parties, and any AKC approved judge, 
judging at this event, harmless from any claim for loss or injury which may be alleged to have been caused directly or indirectly to 
any person or thing by the act of this dog while in or about the event premises or grounds or near any entrance thereto, and I (we) 
personally assume all responsibility and liability for any such claim; and I (we) further agree to hold the aforementioned parties 
harmless from any claim of loss, injury or damage to this dog. 

Additionally, I (we) hereby assume the sole responsibility for and agree to indemnify, defend and save the aforementioned parties 
harmless from any and all loss and expense (including legal fees) by reason of the liability imposed by law upon any of the 
aforementioned parties for damage because of bodily injuries, including death at any time resulting therefrom, sustained by any 
person or persons, including myself (ourselves), or on account of damage to property, arising out of or in consequence of my (our) 
participation in this event, however such, injuries death or property damage may be caused, and whether or not the same may have 
been caused or may be alleged to have been caused by the negligence of the aforementioned parties or any of their employees, 
agents, or any other person. I (we) agree that the determination of whether the injury is serious shall be made by the event 
veterinarian and is binding on me (us). I (WE) AGREE THAT ANY CAUSE OF ACTION, CONTROVERSY OR CLAIM ARISING OUT OF OR 
RELATED TO THE ENTRY, EXHIBITION OR ATTENDANCE AT THE EVENT BETWEEN THE AKC AND THE EVENT-GIVING CLUB (UNLESS 
OTHERWISE STATED IN THIS PREMIUM LIST) AND MYSELF (OURSELVES) OR AS TO THE CONSTRUCTION, INTERPRETATION AND 
EFFECT OF THIS AGREEMENT SHALL BE SETTLED BY ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO THE APPLICABLE RULES OF THE AMERICAN 
ARBITRATION ASSOCIATION. HOWEVER, PRIOR TO ARBITRATION ALL APPLICABLE AKC BYLAWS, RULES, REGULATIONS, AND 
PROCEDURES MUST FIRST BE FOLLOWED AS SET FORTH IN THE AKC CHARTER AND BYLAWS, RULES, REGULATIONS, PUBLISHED 
POLICIES AND GUIDELINES. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Check boxes to enter classes. Dogs may not  be entered more than once at any one tracking test. 

Please list tracking related titles after dog’s registered name 

A paper TD/TDU certification issued within two years of the date of the test must be included with the entry form for all dogs not 
having a TD or a TDU title 

Volunteer Bucks from volunteering at previous BSTDCM events can be redeemed by including them with your entry mailed to the 
Trial Secretary. To redeem through online entry please contact the trial secretary for instructions prior to submitting entry. A 
maximum of $25 worth may be redeemed per entry. 

A dog must be entered in the name of the person who actually owned it at the time entries for an event closed. If a registered dog 
has been acquired by a new owner see Chapter 11, Section 3 for complete instructions 

Mixed Breed dogs should mark Breed as “All-American Dog/Mixed Breed.” Sire and Dam information shall remain blank for mixed 
breed entrants. 

If this entry is for Jr. Showmanship, please give the following information: 

JR’s DATE OF BIRTH: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY:                                                                        STATE:                                   ZIP: 

If Jr. Handler is not the owner of the dog identified on the face of the form, what is the relationship of the Jr. Handler to the owner? 
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